'Light, colour and humanity’

2022 Swayn Student Competition

Ideas are powerful because they allow us to see the world
around as it could be, rather than what it is.

Jason Luis Silva (born Feb 1982-), Futurist, Storyteller, Filmmaker, Keynote Speaker
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'Light, colour and humanity’
The Swayn Student Competition

This competition is conducted especially for second year students in the School of Design
and the Built Environment, University of Canberra.
It is sponsored by the Alastair Swayn Foundation. Its primary purpose is to
investigate the contribution design makes to the vitality of cities and
showcase the ideas of emerging design professionals

CSIRO Discovery Centre, CSIRO, Black Mountain.
This building includes 3000sqm of laboratories, commercial and
conference facilities as well as an interactive exhbition.

Awarded the RAIA ACT Chapter Canberra Medallion, 2000.
image at https://www.djas.com.au/projects/csiro-biochemistry-building-discovery-centre/
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Alastair Swayn AO

AlastairSwayn AO was one of Canberra’s leading architects and a lover of all things associated
with Australian design.

Alastair’s position as a founding director of the highly acclaimed architectural practice, Daryl
Jackson Alastair Swayn (DJAS) together with his contribution to public life through his positions
of President, Senior Councillor and Life Fellow of the Australian Institute of Architects,
Professorial Fellow at the University of Canberra, and most significantly the position of inaugural
ACT Government Architect, made him a very prominent member of the profession.

Alastair’s architecture reflected light, colour and humanity. He was educated to believe that
people were born equal and had a right to be heard equally. He was proud that this emanated
through all his commercial and public service buildings; where workers and visitors are treated
equitably and are not subject to a defined hierarchy within those buildings. He believed that
architecture and design was a genuine way of approaching humanity, to believe that everybody
can contribute and be treated equally.

Before Alastair’s death in 2016, he generously bequeathed his estate to a foundation in his name,
the Alastair Swayn Foundation to advance Australian architecture and design culture.

Photograph and text courtesy of the Alastair Swayn Foundation.

https://alastairswaynfoundation.org/about/
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Alastiar Swayn Foundation

This student competition is generously sponsored by the Alastair Swayn Foundation.

The Foundation is charged with perpetuating Alastair Swayn’s legacy and his dedication to the’
knowledge, research and education of all things Australian Design’. As a not for profit organisation,
the Foundation, administers the funding and confers grants to individuals and groups, for research and
initiatives in design that will:

e build innovation

e Influence future thinking

e develop national and global outreach.

Through its Grants program the Alastair Swayn Foundation seeks to support Australian design through:
e exploring, presenting and promoting Australian design and its influences

* showcasing Australian leadership in design

e building public awareness and appreciation of the value of design

e stimulating and fostering research, design education and the exchange of ideas about design

e establishing international design exhibition connections

e complementing and extending the portfolio of national cultural exhibitions in Australia and overseas
e promoting, supporting and advising on the collection, conservation and display of design records.

Sponsoring a student competition that is focused on developing the leadership, collaborative and
innovative problem-solving skills of emerging design professionals is congruent with the principles
that guide the Foundation’s decisions. Similarly, exhibiting the work arising from the competition is
consistent with Foundation’s objectives because it can ramp up the dialogue about what is of concern for
our future designers as well as the critical value of design to shaping the future of city living.

The Swayn Student Competition ‘Light, colour and humanity’




‘Light, colour and humanity’
The Swayn Student Competition

This competition is aimed at emerging design professionals, encouraging them to consider how,
through their chosen field, they might contribute to the ‘light, colour and humanity’ of the city
environment.

It is projected that by 2050, 68% of the world’s population will be living in cities.* Australia, is one of
the most urbanised nations with over 86% of the population living in cities and around 1.4 % of the
total population drifting to an urban centre every year.2The implication of these statistics, is that cities
have to become ‘incubators’ for environmental sustainability, social and cultural nourishment. There
is an imperative for design professionals to take every opportunity to address how the layout, form,
materiality and detailing of every element in cities — from the transport networks, through to the town
parks, public buildings, apartments, lighting, seating — will allow everyone to participate in city life and
choose to live more sustainably.

Alastair Swayn AO, knew the quality of the built environment was critical to influencing people’s values
and behaviour. In all his work, but especially as Canberra’s City Architect, he strove for excellence in
design, defined by its responsiveness to place as well as the needs of current and future generations.

The purpose of this student competition is to take a contemporary urban project, generating fresh
ideas around its conception, siting and program. This is a project that requires the imagination and
input from many design areas. Students can address the full program in the Competition Brief or elect
to focus on an area or element. However, all proposals must demonstrate how they will bring ‘light,
colour and humanity’ to city life.

Alastair was also committed to the importance of ideas, to sharing and debating them. New ideas are
necessary to initiate change, to challenge mainstream perceptions and practices in all aspects of our
lives. When ideas are exhibited and discussed, they are also refined and can begin to actualise change.
Therefore, schemes entered in this competition will be exhibited so as to invigorate dialogue on the
value of design.

1 The World Bank, Overview of Urban Development, 20 April 2020.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/overview

2 Macrotrends LLC, Australia Urban Population 1960 -2022,
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/AUS/australia/urban-population

Competition Objectives

Introduce students to a competitive design ideas process, encouraging
innovation and developing excellence in the representation of ideas.

Initiate the discussion in the broader community about the value and
contribution good design can make to urban living.

Emphasise the value of cross-disciplinary approaches.

Highlight the innovation and contribution that students bring to
investigating contemporary design problems.
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Diverse Teams,
Cross-Disciplinary Approaches

All design requires a level of collaboration. When engaged on public, urban projects there is tremendous
value in ramping up that collaboration to include people of various backgrounds, experience and
knowledge. Respectful conversations between people of diverse interests gives depth and greater
authenticity to the design process and its outcomes. And, these conversations are more likely to give rise
to innovation and inspirational ideas that can change the city’s vibrancy.

Asking future design professionals to form teams and to consider cross-disciplinary approaches, is also
about developing the leadership skills, empathy and confidence that will be critical in practise.

For these reasons the prizes in this competition are framed to reward inspirational solutions at various
scales, that demonstrate a strong cross-disciplinary approach and have attempted a broad collaborative

process.

1 Students of Architecture, Interior Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Industrial
Design enrolled in Units 1831 Industry Studio and g9977.4 Design Studio 4 are to produce
and complete the work for this competition. However, because gaining diverse perspectives
is important,student teams may want to consider how they can incorporate research that
broaden the input into the design process.

Competition Registrar & Advisor

Gay Williamson (FAILA) ACT AILA Chapter Executive, Senior Lecturer, Landscape Architecture, University
of Canberra will act as the formal Advisor and Registrar overseeing the conduct of this competition.

As Advisor, Ms Williamson will provide assistance to the Competition Jury.

Questions from entrants seeking clarification onthe competition brief, conditions of entry and submission
requirements are to be made via email. No verbal inquiries concerning the brief, rules and conditions will
be answered.

All correspondence is to be addressed:
Competition Registrar
Light Colour and Humanity: The Swayn Student Competition
gayziwil@outlook.com.au

Key Dates

Launch of Competition, 2 August 2022
Registration of Teams and/or Individual Entrants, 20 September

Close of Questions on Competition Brief, 7 October
Response to Questions, 14 October
Entries Close, 7 November
Judging Commences 14 November
Announcement of Winners 18 November

Public Forum, Exhibition Opens 18 November
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Competition Conditions
Purpose of the Competition

This is a student, ideas competition only. Its purpose is to engage students in the second year of their
design studies in a competitive design process, promoting creative problem-solving, team collaboration
and the representation of ideas to exhibition quality.

The project for the competition has a civic purpose and urban context. Students are to consider how their
approach to the project and resolution of the program will influence the future use and perception of the
immediate city environment as well as setting a design precedent.

As with all urban initiatives, entrants are to address the program requirements as well as the physical,
temporal and abstract qualities of the site.

Because this competition is cross-disciplinary, entrants are to consider what contribution is made to
the city environment across multiple scales. Entrants can elect to develop a proposal focusing on one
element outlined in the Competition Brief in the Scope and/or Design Program, however, the entry
must demonstrate the scalar effect on other urban elements and contexts. This will require entrants
to demonstrate how the form, materiality and detailing will influence the ‘light colour and humanity’ of
their proposal.

Eligibility - Teams & Individual Entrants

This competition is open only to students in the second year of their design studies in the School of
Design and the Built Environment, University of Canberra.

Students can enter as individuals or in a team. Given the objectives and purpose of the competition it
is strongly recommended that students form teams.

For a team to be eligible there will be no more than 5 members and at least one member must come
from a different design discipline to the majority of the team members (i.e there can be 4 architects

and 1 industrial designer, landscape or interior architect, or 3 architects and 2 people from the other
disciplines).

Registration & Number of Entries

To register teams and individuals must set out in an email:
Name and Student ID of all team members or the individual entrant
Provide a title for the entry
In 100 words or less nominate the area(s) the entry focuses on.

This email is to addressed and forwarded to the Registrar as follows

Registration: Light Colour and Humanity — Swayn Student Competition
Gayziwil@outlook.com

Registrations will close on 7th November at 5.00pm.

‘Light, colour and humanity’ The Swayn Student Competition



Teams and individuals may enter more than one scheme. However, each entry must represent a unique,
proposal and not be derived from another entry. For example, the development of a building, lighting or
any element contained in one scheme cannot be extracted and developed into a new entry.

Entrants registering multiple entries will need to forward a separate email with all required details so
that a registration number for each entry can be issued.

Submission Requirements

The intention of this competition is to focus on the ideas and their representation.

Entrants, therefore, are to ensure their panels comply with all the submission requirements and the
information on the panels is clear, demonstrating how the project objectives and the design criteria
are met. Panels should address as a minimum the rationale, intent, siting, form and materiality of the
proposal.

Individual entrants are to submit a only two A1 panels. Teams of 2-3 entrants are to submit four A1
panels and teams of 4-5 are to submit six A1 panels.

Because submissions will be exhibited, all panels must be:

* In'portrait’ orientation

e mounted on smm foam core or similar material that will resist bending. Submissions are not to be
framed or mounted on heavy backing material such as chipboard or plywood

e of exhibition quality with plans and maps to a true scale and diagrams, images and text of an
appropriate resolution and size.

Entries are to be submitted to the Registrar by 5.00pm 7 November to a location to be advised.

As a guide to entrants, the Panels should include:

e atitle that indicates the nature of the idea/prop

e selected site and layout for the proposed scheme at 1:

e site plan and/or architectural plans at 1: and/or 1:

e sections at a true scale to demonstrate how site, building and floor levels are resolved
e elevational drawings and/or perspectives

e details, notes and/or images to indicate materiality

e no more than 500 words of explanatory text, font size no smaller than 18pt

e attribution for all photographic images (font size can be 12pt)

Questions & Responses

There is a period of Questions and Responses provided to allow entrants to clarify the intent and
interpretation of the Competition Scope and Objectives as well as the Competition conditions and
processes.

All questions will be answered by the Competition Adviser and Registrar.
Questions are to be addressed to the Competition Advisor and Registrar and submitted by email to
gayziwil@outlook.com

The questions must refer to the Parts and Section Headings in the Competition Document and are to be

received by 7 October 2022. A response to all question will be made and placed on the relevant Canvas
websites by 14 October 2022.
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Design Jury and Judging Criteria

A Competition Jury is to be formed. This jury will include at least one Board Member from the Alastair

Swayn Foundation, as well as recognised, practising design professionals from government and private

practice, a community leader and/or media representative.

Entries will be judged with regard to the:

e interpretation of the Project Objectives and resolution of the Design Criteria set out in the
Competition Brief set out in this document

¢ demonstration of the Competition Objectives set out at the beginning of this document

e creativity, originality of the ideas

e clarity of ideas and legibility of the submitted competition panels

The decision of the Jury is final. No appeals from entrants will be permitted.

Non conforming entries will not be eligible for prizes but may be exhibited.

Prizes
An overall First Prize of $1,000 will be awarded.
The scheme that best exhibits a multi-disciplianry approach will be awarded $400.

There will be up to 3 $200 prizes awarded for schemes that are outstanding in site responsiveness,
architectural merit or in aspects of the materiality and detailing.

In addition the Jury can Commend up to 5 schemes that demonstrate merit with regard to light, colour
or humanity. Commended schemes will not be awarded prizes.

All schemes submitted that met the eligibity and not disqualified will be judged.

Disqualification

Entries may be disqualified for the following:
e Anentryisreceived after the due date. Consideration will be given to entries handed in after the due
date if submitted with documentary evidence that the work was completed prior to the due date

and the issue pertains only to production and mounting of the panels.

e The identity of the entrant or team or and team member is disclosed to any of the Jury or there is
any deliberate offence against the principle of anonymity.

e Anentrant,, team or any team member seeks to influence the Jury.

‘Light, colour and humanity’ The Swayn Student Competition



Exhibition
All qualified entries will be judged and exhibited.

Disqualified entires may be exhibited at the discretion of the Competition Advisor and Registrar who will
take advice from teaching staff.

All students are to be available to assist in setting up the public exhibition and for the hanging of their
entry.

Confidentiallity & Disclosure

No entrant may disclose to the media information relating to the competition. Disclosure to the media
of any information relating to the competition is the prerogative of the Competition Sponsor, the Alastair
Swan Foundation, and Convenor, the University of Canberra.

Copywright & Use of Ideas

No specific idea or feature from any of the entries will be used in the development of any scheme, plan
or policy by the Competition Sponsor. However, the Sponsor does reserve the right for the material to
be attributed and placed on the Alastair Swayn Foundation website as per the policy on Open Access to

material as well as for promotional purposes.

\\@'v

The Snow Centre For Education in the Asian Ceri'tury, Canberra Grammar School.
At the heart of the centre is a committment to exemplary education and study based around Australia’s

regional partners as well as envrionmental sustainability.
Two ACT Chapter AIA Commendations, 2015.

image at https://www.djas.com.au/projects/the-snow-centre-for-education-in-the-asian-century/
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Competition Brief

The Project

An accessible city is one that is also more democratic because it is easy for people to participate in all
aspects of city life. An important factor to achieving an accessible city is to make it easy for people to
move around, giving them choice in how they move, variety in destinations and several alternative
routes between locations.

The project for this competition is about transforming accessibility to a significant, popular area of
Canberra. It is about designing a light rail station and transport interchange that will add to the
experience of visiting Commonwealth Park as well as arriving at the new urban development at West
Basin.

With the extension of light rail beyond the City centre, eventually to the Parliamentary Zone and
Woden, more people will be able to conveniently get to and enjoy the amenity and attractions of
Commonwealth Park and West Basin. Light rail will facilitate the easy and comfortable transfer of the
crowds of visitors coming and departing events, such as Floriade or the various firework celebrations.
Providing a reliable, frequent public transport service alleviates the demand for parking, meaning less
space needs to be set aside for permanent and temporary car parks. Many people using light rail, can,
take up the opportunity to use bicycles or scooters and further explore the areas around Lake
Burley Griffin as well as take advantage of the east/west commuter cycle and pedestrian paths.

For more information on the urban context for this project entrants should refer to
Appendix 1: Background Information.

This is a hypothetical project. The planning and design for the next stage of light rail, including
the light rail stop on Commonwealth Avenue has largely been completed. However, the value of this
ideas competition is the exploration of ‘interchange’ and the potential this releases for people to
engage with others, with the place and city life.

A Site on Commonwealth Avenue

As part of this competition entrants are to select a site within the bounded area of Figure 1.

This area comprises the Commonwealth Avenue road reserve and extends east of
Commonwealth Avenue to include part Block 1, Block 4 of Parkes Section 2. The northern limit is set
by Parkes Way road reserve and the south limit by Barrine Drive that passes under Commonwealth
Avenue Bridge.

Along this section of Commonwealth Avenue there are views west to the Brindabellas and of course
the axial view to Parliament House.

Commonwealth Avenue has a central median of 20 metres wide and falls north to south by
approximately 5 metres.

Entrants are to refer to Appendix 1, Background Information for greater detail on the significance
of Commonwealth Avenue, Commonwealth Park, West Basin and the broader National Triangle.

‘Light, colour and humanity’ The Swayn Student Competition



Figure 1: Site Area

Project Objectives

In developing their ideas and schemes, entrants are encouraged to explore the wider agenda of bringing
‘light, colour and humanity ' to this project, and indeed, how this project might add these qualities to
Canberra’s cityscape.

There will be considerable diversity inthe issues prioritised, the nature and scale of the schemes proposed.
However, irrespective of these, there are a number of objectives that all entrant should address:

e The nature of ‘interchange’. This station will be a place were people change their mode and speed
of travel, where people will meet, where they will gain information and orientate themselves in time

and space.

The Swayn Student Competition ‘Light, colour and humanity’




e Arrival and departure from the station as integral to the experience of Commonwealth Park and
West Basin. This station is a ‘threshold’ to these destinations and this is to be reflected in its siting,
design and detailing.

e Safe, equitable access and mobility, giving priority to pedestrians in resolving the various conflicts in
circulation. (NB. At grade, traffic light solutions to the pedestrians crossing Commonwealth Avenue
will not be acceptable).

e Temporal changes in the use of the station. The station and attendant site design must be able to
cater to crowds arriving or departing from festivals and events. It must work for commuters and
tourists. It must feel safe to access and use the station 24/7 by all patrons of light rail.

e The potential to transform people’s behaviour and promote the use of public transport in conjunction
with other ‘active travel’ modes.

* Responsible environmental design and management. Consideration is to be given to the carbon
footprint of the design with regard to the materials, plantings, water management, energy use,
heating and cooling and maintenance. The choice of materials should show concern for its rarity

and potential for recycling.

Scope

This competition has a broad, cross-disciplinary scope. Entrants can choose to focus on one element
outlined in this section (Scope) and/or the Design Program, but in doing so they must still identify
how this contributes or influences the wider urban, social or cultural context.

The Scope of this Project includes:

e Site planning and design. Entrants must identify an appropriate site for the station within the
nominated length of Commonwealth Avenue. The siting must allow for the continuation of light
rail south over Lake Burley Griffin, identify or create logical connections to other forms of travel
and/or destinations and provide grade separated access to the station for pedestrians and cyclists.
The attendant site design for the station must resolve the various circulation patterns and conflicts,
all level changes, microclimate considerations, drainage and indicate the intended character and
materiality of the space(s).

e Architectural planning and design for the station, addressing all of the program uses. This built form
and layout must relate to the site design, the grade separated access and also successfully resolve
the various circulation patterns and conflicts. The architecture of the station must address any level
changes, microclimatic issues, 24/7 access etc and its form, structure and materiality should be

finessed to demonstrate how it signifies the park/lakeside destination

e Station Features and Fixtures. Because the station is an ‘interchange’ there is a critical need to
provide people with information and amenities that will allow them to orientate themselves in time
and space as well as conveniently change travel modes. Features and fixtures such as seats, bike
racks and storage, station signs, electronic signs, paving indicating hazards, handrails and interior
finishes will affect how people use and experience the station. The design of any features and fixtures
must be orchestrated and coordinated with the site and architectural design for the project. The
form, materiality and detailing of these features and fixtures is to complement the distinct identity

of the station and recognise that is a threshold to the park/lakeside destinations.
¢ Lighting of the site and station. How the site and station is lit affects its presence and safety at night.

Consideration is to be given to the illuminated character and quality of the site and building. This
extends to the consideration of any light standards and fixtures that might be incorporated.

‘Light, colour and humanity’ The Swayn Student Competition



Design Program

* The extension of the light rail network south of Lake Burley Griffin is to be accommodated in a
dedicated reserve on Commonwealth Avenue Bridge=, or a separate, adjacent bridge.

®  The heritage value and significance of the Commonwealth Avenue Bridge is to be recognised.

e Pedestrian access to Commonwealth Park and West Basin is to be separated from vehicular traffic
on Commonwealth Avenue. On grade, traffic controlled crossing of Commonwealth Avenue will not
be accepted.

e The attendant site design is to provide a minimum area of 275 sqm either side of the light rail tracks
for to allow for up to 1000 people to wait safely and comfortably for a light rail vehicle. Entrants
should address how numbers will fluctuate when events are held and consider how/where numbers

over 1000 can be managed.

e Facilities and space that promote other active travel modes, i.e. cycling, scooters, skating and skate
boards are to be accommodated in the site design.

e  Public bicycle and scooter racks and storage for up to 200 bikes and 100 scooters is to be provided.
Nominal areas are 300sqm for cycles and 100sqm for scooters.

e Public toilets, showers, baby change area, cleaner’s room, and first aid station of 220 sqms.
e Ticketing and travel information booths, up to 50 sqms.

* Up to three commercial concessions that include a bike hire of 150sqm, a cafe of 150sqm and
newstand/tourist information booth of sosqgm.

e Sign and information system, including place and interpretative signage as well as electronic
information.

e  Street furniture and fixtures, nominated materials, proposed planting.

e All design must meet accessibility requirements.

Summary of Required areas
Element Provision Square Metres

Public Area min 1000 people  550sgm
Public toilets, showers, baby change 170

Cleaners’ Room 10
First Aid Station 40

Bike Hire - Shop
Bicycle racks/storage
Scooter

Cafe
Newsstand/Tourist Information
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Appendix 1
Background Information

Canberra’s Transport Strategy and Light Rail
Future

There is a commitment in Canberra’s strategic planning to reduce people having to rely on cars to get
around the city. This will make Canberra a more equitable and perhaps even more attractive city to live.
Reducing people’s reliance on the car and encouraging people to use public transport, to cycle and walk
will improve people’s well being and safe guard Canberra’s exceptional air quality.

The vision for Canberra’s transport network is ' a world class transport system that supports a compact,
sustainable and vibrant city’. The ACT Government has set out 10 principles that will guide decisions to

achieve this vision.

Transport network development principles

PEOPLE
FOCUSED

SAFE

CITY
SHAPING

FUTURE
FOCUSED

CONNECTED

FLEXIBLE

RELIABLE

EFFICIENT

SUSTAINABLE

HEALTHY

Meets the diverse needs of all Canberrans with high-quality customer
expeorience and accessible design

Improves the safety performance of ocur network to enable safe and secure
travel by all transport types.

Integrated with land use planning to shape a more compact, vibrant. and
accessible city.

Proactively plans for future scenarios by acting ahead of the curve wharever
possible. remaining adaptable and embracing new technologies and ways
of doing things

Services work together seamlessly and across Territory borders to create a
whole journey experience with a clear path from start to finish

Provides a wide range of journey opportunities, and the ability to travel at
different times of the day and to change destination mid-trip.

Gets people and goods to whare thoy need to be, whan thay need to be there.
in a predictable manner, remaining resilient to unforeseen events

Uses space and resources well to carry the greatest amount of people and
goods around the city

Leads the way in the switch to zero emission transport technologies and
provides choices that will reduce the ACT carbon emissions

Improves the health and wellbeing of all Canberrans by expanding
opportunities to travel by public transport, walking and cycling

p20 ACT Transport Strategy2020, ACT Government, Transport Canberra & City Services Directorate
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The ACT Transport Strategy 2020 is a useful policy document, identifying the current patterns and issues
in Canberra’s travel and transport network as well as the measures and actions to initiate the desired
changes.

https://www.transport.act.qgov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0016/1613302/200601-ACT-Transport-
Strateqy web.pdf

Investing in the next tranche of light rail to take it past the Parliamentary Zone to Woden, is a significant
step in implementing this transport strategy. The Light Rail Consortium have already commenced the
planning of this second stage and prepared detail designs of Stage 2A that extends the light rail west
around City Hill to Commonwealth Avenue. The website below provides an excellent description and
provides a virtual light rail journey.

https://www.act.gov.au/lightrailtowoden

Raising London Circuit to meet Commonwealth Avenue is a pivotal to the Stage 2A of light rail. An full
Environmental Assessment has been prepared.

https://www.act.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/oo10/1924903/Environmental-Assessment.pdf

Commonwealth Park - Canberra’s Town Park

The responsibility for the development and management of Commonwealth Park rests with the National
Capital Authority.

This is arguably Canberra’s most loved park. The National Capital Development Commission engaged
the British Landscape Architect, Dame Sylvia Crowe to prepare a Master Plan for the park in 1964 after
Lake Burley Griffin was filled. The current layout and form of the park is largely consistent with that
original master plan.

Conceived and designed as a ‘town’ park, Commonwealth Park hosts many uses and visitors. Itis a place
people to choose to stroll and enjoy the scenery. The park has many sculptures, memorials and several
bespoke play areas. And Commonwealth Park is the preferred location for many outdoor events and
festivals, most notably Floriade.

Regatta Point and the National Capital Exhibition are very popular destinations for tourists. This
destination has recently been refurbished and there is a new, silver service restaurant, that allows diners
to enjoy spectacular views over the lake to the Parliamentary Zone.

Astheresidential populationincreasesin City, West Basin and along Constitution Avenue, Commonwealth
Park’s role as Canberra’s ‘Town Park’ will only be reinforced and become more significant for more
people. This increased demand poses two critical issues — how to expand and add to the amenity of the
park and how to improve people’s access to the park.

The following links may be helpful to providing further information on plans and activities affecting
Commonwealth Park.

https://www.nca.gov.au/environment/projects/current-projects/regatta-point-redevelopment

https://www.nca.gov.au/media-centre/improvements-destined-commonwealth-park
https://floriadeaustralia.com

https://allevents.in/canberra/commonwealth%2opark
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West Basin — City meets the Lake

The lakeside park and urban development of West Basin is now starting to ramp up. The ACT
Government's City Renewal Authority is responsible for the development and management of West
Basin. However, West Basin is a ‘Designated Area”, meaning it is an area that is deemed critical to the
importance of Canberra’s planning, heritage and function as the nation’s Capital. Being a Designated
Area all development must comply with the planning polices and controls set out by the National Capital
Authority.

A key, strategic decision for this development was to invest in the public realm, especially the
implementation of the lake shore boardwalk and Henry Rolland Park. What this has done is added to the
amenity and diversity of the public spaces around the shores of Lake Burley Griffin.

The urban planning for West Basin has been ongoing for nearly 10 years. Several elements have remained

consistent in the planning:

e reinstating the lake edge of West Basin to that proposed by the Grifins’ and creating a formal
promenade;

e establishing land bridges over Parkes Way to allow for better street and pedestrian connection from
City West; and

e forming a built edge to the west of Commonwealth Avenue.

Current planning proposals now incorporate more park space along the lake edge and have reduced the
build out area and residential densities. At this juncture it is anticipated that land in West Basin will be
released for development after 2025.

As with Commonwealth Park the development of a light rail station on Commonwealth Avenue will be
significant for this precinct. It will facilitate easy access from City in advance of any investment bridging
Parkes Way .

There is considerable information on this development and entrants should go to the following links:

https://www.nca.gov.au/plannina/plans-policies-and-quidelines/west-basin-precinct-quidelines

https://www.hillthalis.com.au/projects/west-basin-foreshore

https://www.act.gov.au/cityrenewal/places/Acton-Waterfront-Project

Commonwealth + Kings Avenues

In 2017 the National Capital Authority released its Draft Design Strategy for Kings and Commonwealth
Avenues.

Kings and Commonwealth Avenues, along with Constitution Avenue bound Griffins’ National Triangle. In
the Griffin Plan these Avenues were important boulevards, streets designed for people to stroll between

attractions and to easily access the proposed tram network.

As the National Capital Authority has identified, the configuration and character of both Kings and
Commonwealth Avenues is dominated by the ‘main road’ function they provide.
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The Draft Design Strategy identifies four principles to:

e Unify the expression of the National Triangle;

e Provide for effective movement and connectivity between destinations for a variety of travel modes
and giving priority to the experience of pedestrians;

e Create urban streetscapes that add to richness and establish a unique identity for the Avenues; and

e Establish a robust landscape character that is consistent and sustainable.

An “Avenue Template” is set out in the Draft Strategy. This template guides the cross-section and edge
design for the Avenues as well as setting out consistent dimensions for paving, tree planting, lawn and

garden areas. For the purposes of this competition the template is for inforamtion only.

https://www.nca.gov.au/sites/default/files/consultation/Kings%20and%20Commonwealth%20

Avenues%20Design%20Strateqy Final%20LR.pdf

Designated Areas in the National Capital

Canberra is Australia’s federal capital and was subject to a design competition held in 1912. The winning
scheme was prepared by Walter and Marion Griffin.

Much has been written about the Griffins’ and their winning scheme. The structure of the plan - the
avenues, the land axis, lake and disposition of the ceremonial, civic, cultural and institutional buildings
— were all set out to reflect and instil the values of an emerging democratic nation. This idealism was
important to both the Griffins’ and the Fathers of Federation.

The Griffin plan meshed the city functions with the topography of the site. Subsequent planning, from
1913 to now, still prioritises the city/landscape relationship. Canberra is renowned for its planning
heritage and its title as the ‘Bush Capital".

When the Australian Capital Territory gained ‘self-government in 1988, the Commonwealth Government
retained planning control and in some cases, land management, of areas deemed to be significant to the
symbolism, setting and function of the nation’s capital. These areas include, the Parliamentary Zone,
National Triangle, with City Hill as the north west apex, Lake Burley Griffin and the lake parklands.

The second stage of light rail will go through and serve many Designated Areas. This second stage
requires the National Capital Authority’s planning approval and so will need to be designed to meet the
policies set out by this agency.

For more information on Designated Areas entrants should refer to the National Capital Website.

https://www.nca.gov.au/planning/planning-act/designated-areas#

Other useful links about particular designated areas are:

e Lake Burley Griffin and Adjacent Lands,
https://www.nca.gov.au/planning/heritage/heritage-management-plans/lake-burley-griffin-and-
adjacent-lands-heritage

https://www.nca.gov.au/environment/lake-burley-griffin

* National Triangle,
https://www.nca.gov.au/attractions/national-triangle

e Parliamentary Zone;
https://www.nca.gov.au/planning/plans-policies-and-quidelines/parliamentary-zone-review
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Following is more informaton on Canberra’s planning, the Griffins and Griffin Plan:

e Reid, Paul; 2002,'Canberra Following Griffin: A Design History of Australia’s National Capital’, Nation-
al Archives of Australia, Canberra.

e Proudfoot, Peter; 1994, ‘The Secret Plan of Canberra’, University Press of NSW

e National Capital Authority, 2004, ‘The Griffin Legacy: Canberra: the Nation’s Capital in the 21st Cen-
tury’, National Capital Authority.

e Weirick J, 1998, ‘Spirituality and symbolism in the work of the Griffins’, in Beyond architecture:
Marion Mahony Griffin, Walter Burley Griffin - America, Australia, India, edn. Original, Powerhouse
Publishing, Sydney, pp. 56 — 85

e Vernon, Christopher, 2006, ‘Canberra: Where Landscape is Pre-eminent’, book chapter in Planning
Twentieth Century Capital Cities, Routledge, Oxfordshire.

‘Light, colour and humanity’ The Swayn Student Competition




Appendix 2
Site & Light Rail Information

Climate

Canberra climate is characterised by large diurnal and seasonal changes in temperatures.

Temparature Ranges Degrees Celsius
JANUARY

Average Maximum 28.5
Average Minimum 13.6
Highest Maximum 41.4
Lowest Minimum 12.2
Average Minimum Ground Surface temperature 10.0
JULY

Average Maximum 11.4
Average Minimum -0.1
Highest Maximum 19.7
Lowest Minimum -10.0
Average Minimum Ground Surface temperature -2.8

Canberra’s prevailing winds are from the North West, with the second most common wind direction from
the south east in summer. When winds come from the South West in June, July and August they bring in
cold air from the mountains. The location for the Commonwealth Avenue interchange is exposed to
the westerly winds, presenting an issue for people’s comfort

Wind Speeds Km/hour
JANUARY

Average daily wind 12.2
Maximum wind gust 121
JULY

Average daily wind 11.3
Maximum wind gust 106
SEPTEMBER

Average daily wind 13.3
Maximum wind gust 108
OCTOBER

Average daily wind 13.1
Maximum wind gust 121

NB Maximum wind gusts will have been recorded in the elevated areas of the ACT.
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The average rainfall is 636mm, with generally more rain events experienced in September and October
and heavy falls associated with storms in the summer months.

Rainfall

JANUARY

Average 58.mm
Highest 218.4mm
Lowest 1.1mm
Average number of days with any rain 7.3 days
JULY

Average 41.4mm
Highest 150.0mm
Lowest 3.0mm
Average number of days with any rain 10.5 days
SEPTEMBER

Average 52.0mm
Highest 126.omm
Lowest 3.8mm
Average number of days with any rain 10.2 days
OCTOBER

Average 62.4mm
Highest 161.0mm
Lowest 2.4mm
Average number of days with any rain 10.4 days

These statistics are from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology and were recorded for Canberra Airport.
It should be noted that they are compiled from records from 1939 to 2010.

Canberra’s climate is changing and it is predicted to be more akin to the climate of Mildura, meaning it
will be warmer overall, there will a decline in the average rainfall and rain events will be more intense.

Key observations from the Bureau of Meteorology of significance to Canberra are:

e Australia’s climate has warmed by an average of 1.2C since records were kept. Canberra will and is
experiencing more extreme heat events.

e Southeast Australia has had a decline of 12 percent in April to October rainfall since the 1990's.
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Soils

There is no detailed geological survey for the length of Commonwealth Avenue from the lake to City Hill.

However, surveys undertaken for works around City Hill and for raising London Circuit indicate:

e the area is underlain by late Middle Silurian age Canberra Formation which comprises slatey shale
and mudstone.

e weathered siltstone at varying depths of 1.5 to 12metres

e calcerous siltstone and sandstone of moderate to very high strength at depths greater than 25
metres.

Soils in the area are variable in depth (0.2 to 1.5 metres) and in structure. They include dark to orange
brown sandy silt and sandy clay soils of medium plasticity and moisture as well as yellow brown clay soils
of high plasticity.

There is a high probability of the site having been filled to form the Commonwealth Avenue profile.
This could be material excavated from the lake and most certainly from cutting Commonwealth Avenue
through theridge.

Heritage

As Commonwealth Avenue bounds and creates the National Triangle it is does have current
Commonwealth Heritage significance and is listed as part of the Parliament House Vista. Of import
for this project is the conservation and protection of the significant views from to and from the Vista,
including views to the surrounding hills (Mount Ainslie, Black Mountain, Mount Pleasant), Parliament
House, from Commonwealth Avenue and in particular the bridge.

https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place
detail;search=state%3DACT%3Blist code%3DCHL%3Blegal status%3D35%3Bkeyword
PD%3D0%3Bkeyword SS%3Do%3Bkeyword PH%3Do;place id=105466

The National Capital Authority is reviewing the Heritage Management Plan for the Vista.

https://www.nca.gov.au/planning/heritage/heritage-management-plans/parliament-house-vista-
heritage-management

Commonwealth Avenue Bridge is not listed separately, however, it is does have considerable social,
aesthetic and engineering value.

https://www.nca.gov.au/attractions/commonwealth-avenue-bridge#

Services

Icon water is responsible for the water and sewerage assets in Australian Capital Territory. All of
Canberra’s sewerage is treated at the Lower Molonglo WaterQuality Control Centre, which is directly
west of Hawker near the confluence of the Molonglo and Murrumbidgee rivers.

Sewerage from most of east Canberra is pumped south over Commonwealth Bridge. This pumping
station is sited east of Commonwealth Avenue and north of Albert Street.

There is also a significant telecommunications line dedicated to servicing Commonwealth Agencies
located in Commonwealth Avenue.
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Light Rail Information

The following links provide useful information on network planning, station design and other technical
data.

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/travel-options/light-rail
https://cmet.com.au/on-board-light-rail/

foeai3g55503fc732e9d

Site Maps
Digital site plans can be obtained from the ACT Government’s ACTmapi.

https:uwww.actmapi.act.gov.au
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